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Abstract. The article is devoted to the consideration of the peculiarities of the influence of the deformation 

of family relations and the severance of family ties on the motivation of persons in institutions of the penal 
system, to commit suicide. The article analyses the statistical data of the penal system on suicides of suspects, 
accused and convicted for 2020 and the first quarter of 2021. The author concluded that the fact that effective 
prevention of suicides in institutions of the penal system implies the need to establish their determinants, and a 
number of causes and conditions are associated with the peculiarities of socio-demographic characteristics, 
including family, of persons prone to suicide. On the basis of the study, the author argues that the serving of the 
sentence, including outside the region of their residence, leads to the deformation of family relations, the 
severance of family ties, which often causes suicide. 
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