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bstract. The article analyzes the problem of food quality and safety as a factor of public health. It is noted 
that the state of health of modern Russians casts doubt on the possibility of sustainable development of our society 
in the near and long term. At the same time, many public health problems are caused by the qualitative character-
istics of the food consumed. In this regard, the author analyzes the potential risks to the health of citizens arising 
in the Russian food market due to the use of genetic engineering, pharmacology, etc. technologies in the agricul-
tural industry. The organizational and legal mechanism of ensuring the quality and safety of food products is in-
vestigated, its imperfection associated with the imbalance of legal regulation of quality and safety issues is point-
ed out. Justifying the need to make quality requirements mandatory, the author at the same time points out the 
possible negative consequences of mandatory legal regulation of the sphere of food production. The author sees a 
way out of this problematic situation in choosing the optimal legal form of combining public and private legal 
interests in this area and offers his own approaches to the formation of a food quality management system.  
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