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Abstract. The study is devoted to theoretical generalization and a new solution to the scientific problem of 

improving the theoretical foundations, mechanism and features of administrative and legal provision of the popu-
lation with cultural services in Russia. The work substantiates the feasibility of building a fundamentally new par-
adigm for the development of cultural services based on: firstly, the principles of public-private partnership aimed 
at preserving and using cultural goods and values to meet the cultural needs of citizens; secondly, decentralization 
of cultural policy as a means of optimizing the provision of services aimed at increasing the level of access to 
knowledge, digital technologies, objects of material and spiritual culture; thirdly, on the active role of the public 
administration as the main entity in creating conditions for providing the population with high-quality and afford-
able cultural services. The concept of administrative and legal provision of the population with cultural services is 
formulated as a public service and executive and administrative activity of authorized entities aimed at creating 
conditions for the population to receive high-quality and affordable cultural services through the use of appropri-
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ate administrative and legal means, which ensure the implementation of the right of each citizen to meet cultural 
needs and access to cultural goods. The article defines modern determinants of the slowdown in the development 
of the cultural environment and the level of provision of high-quality cultural services to the population, and sug-
gests ways to minimize them. The place and role of public administration in creating legal guarantees for the free 
implementation of cultural activities, freedom of creativity, access to cultural values, cultural heritage and infor-
mation about them are specified. The article characterizes the administrative and legal means of providing the 
population with cultural services, including regulatory, permitting and licensing, accounting and registration, con-
ciliation, expert, evaluation, information and analytical, protectionist, control and supervisory, and enforcement 
means. A number of proposals and recommendations aimed at improving the efficiency of administrative and le-
gal support for cultural services in Russia are formulated. 
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