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Abstract. The relevance of the article is due to the need to determine the essence of criminal liability and 

its difference from punishment. It is stated that criminal liability is the most acute (strict, severe) form of response 
to an offense by the competent state authorities. The author's definition of criminal liability is given. The charac-
teristic features of criminal liability are listed. Attention is drawn to the difference between the form of implemen-
tation of criminal liability and criminal liability. The idea is substantiated that the fundamental difference between 
criminal liability and other forms of legal liability is that it can be applied exclusively for the commission of a 
crime. It is concluded that the possibility provided for by criminal legislation of using a wide range of means of 
criminal legal influence is an important component of the variety of forms and types of crime prevention based on 
the principles of individualization and achieving justice in the application of punishment and other measures of a 
criminal legal nature. 
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