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Abstract. This article is devoted to the analysis of the Arabic text of the Treaty of Princes Kelemet and 
Alupkach, previously unknown to Caucasian scholars, considered as the oldest monument of Kumyk law (1635-
1641). Based on the document brought into scientific circulation for the first time, the legal life of the Kumyks, in 
particular the population of the Kapchugai and Agach-aul possessions, which are part of the Tarkovsky sham-
khalstvo, is being investigated. The authors note that the Agreement allows us to trace the archaeological written 
practice in the Tarkovsky shamkhalstvo since the XVII century, which was a condition for the establishment of 
the tradition of written fixation of law here. At the same time, it is emphasized that the written consolidation of 
existing and newly adopted norms of local law (ulgu) of the Tarkovsky shamkhalstvo communities is a factor re-
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flecting the level of development of law and statehood of the Dagestani peoples. The authors conclude that the 
Contract under study indicates the most significant crimes (theft, murder) and regulation for the Kumyk popula-
tion of the Dagestan foothills of that time. 
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