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Abstract. The relevance of the chosen topic, according to the author, is due to the fact that in modern conditions 

of political and social instability, as well as the growth of protest sentiments and mass actions, there is an urgent need for 
a clear legal definition and regulation of signs of mass riots. The increase in the number of mass events capable of esca-
lating into violent clashes, destabilizing public order and posing a threat to the security of the State and citizens underlines 
the importance of this issue. The current political situation, which includes both domestic and international tensions, as 
well as migration and socio-economic challenges, significantly increases the likelihood of mass riots. This requires the 
development and application of effective legal mechanisms for their prevention and suppression. In addition, the lack of a 
clear legislative definition of the concept of «mass violence» and the difficulties in qualifying such offenses create signif-
icant difficulties in law enforcement practice, which makes the study of objective signs of mass riots especially important 
and timely. Materials and methods. A set of general scientific and special methods was used: dialectical — to consider 
phenomena in their interrelation and development, formal-logical — to analyze normative acts and the structure of legal 
norms, systemic-structural — for a holistic study of the institution of mass riots, taking into account law, practice and 
doctrines. The results of the study. Objective signs of mass riots are highlighted: organization, active participation and 
calls for illegal actions with violence and other dangerous manifestations, which distinguishes them from other crimes 
against public order.  

Discussion and conclusion. It is advisable to conduct a legal analysis of responsibility for mass riots taking 
into account the neo-positivist doctrine of law, which makes it possible to take into account social, moral and ide-
ological aspects, and to understand the object of the crime through the prism of public relations.  

It is recommended to supplement Article 212 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation: to indicate 
resistance not only to a representative of the government, but also to other persons maintaining order, with the use 
of weapons; to introduce the sign «leadership of mass riots»; to include a sign of publicity in Part 3, by analogy 
with part 1 of Article 205.2 of the Criminal Code.  

A comprehensive analysis, taking into account the neo-positivist methodology and the socio-legal nature of 
the crime object, increases the accuracy of qualifications, contributes to the improvement of legislation and en-
sures a balance between public safety and citizens' rights. 

 

Keywords: mass riots, objective side of the crime, organization of mass riots, participation in mass riots, 
calls for mass riots, criminal liability, the formal composition of the crime, legal norms 
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