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Abstract. The article examines the ethnopolitical features of state power formation in Dagestan throughout 
the 20th and early 21st centuries. It explores the evolution of governance systems from traditional self-
organization forms (jamaats, khanates, Sharia courts) to modern power institutions in a multi-ethnic region. Spe-
cial attention is paid to the Soviet period, which established a unique model of ethnic representation, and the post-
Soviet transformation that sought to balance centralization with ethnopolitical equilibrium. The study analyzes 
key challenges faced by Dagestan's statehood, including the need to accommodate diverse cultural and legal tradi-
tions while building a unified governance system. 
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