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Abstract. Non-international armed conflicts cause destruction, death and suffering of people, so their pro-
tection is a priority. The article states that the protection of the rights and freedoms of the civilian population is 
implemented through numerous and diverse international and domestic documents that form a single system, 
where human rights non-governmental organizations play an important role. Human rights non-governmental or-
ganizations are voluntary, self-governing and independent from the state non-profit organizations whose activities 
are aimed at ensuring and protecting the rights and freedoms of man and citizen, as well as solving social prob-
lems and developing civil society. Measures to protect the civilian population during this period are highlighted. It 
is emphasized that the regime of non-international armed conflict is established in Additional Protocol II to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and ensures the protection of the rights of victims of non-international armed con-
flicts. Particular attention is paid to the analysis of measures to prevent war crimes against the civilian population. 
It is noted that additional difficulties arise in connection with new factors in the conduct of military operations, 
namely the emergence of private military companies, which are understood to be non-governmental organizations 
that provide military services on a paid contractual basis to individuals and legal entities, as well as to states. 
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