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Abstract. The article presents a historical and legal analysis of the formation of civil society in the Repub-

lic of Dagestan, which requires an integrated approach to the study of the interaction of traditional institutions, 
Soviet heritage and modern constitutional and legal realities. Civil society in Dagestan is considered as a dynamic 
system in which the principles of individual freedom and legal equality are combined with the unique ethnocultur-
al features of the region. The constitutional norms of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Dagestan en-
shrine equality of forms of ownership and freedom of association, but their implementation faces historically de-
termined challenges, such as paternalism and a shortage of grassroots civic initiatives inherited from the Soviet 
period. The post-Soviet transformation, accompanied by economic crises and legal nihilism, makes it difficult for 
civil society institutions to function. The article also examines examples of successful interaction between gov-
ernment agencies and nonprofits organizations (NPOs), as well as the role of ethnocultural factors in adapting tra-
ditional institutions to modern legal realities. In conclusion, it is emphasized that the successful development of 
civil society in Dagestan is possible only if local specifics are taken into account and flexible forms of cooperation 
between the state, business and NPOs are created. 
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